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[n the Days
Of Baseball's
Innocence

8y WILBORN HAMPTON

O N B

F__.'emember when baseball was
juss a game? When sports idols did
not spend the off-season in rehab or
cofppleting their community serv-
ice? Was there ever such a time?
Fot the nostaiglc, Eddie Frierson is
offering a visit t0 a bygone era of
baseball with "Matty,” an appealing

ond-man show about Christy Math-

ewson, the clean-cut boy next door
who was.one of the game’s greatest
pitthers. :

For Mr. Frierson, who wrote and
performs the solo plece, “Matty” is

clearly a labor of love for the legend- .

ary:New York Glants star. By the
tinfe he pitched his last game, in
1918, Mathewson had won 373 games,
had,struck out 2,499 batters and had
posted three straight seasons with
mose than 30 wins, He briefly man-
aged the Cincinnati Reds, then

served In France in World War 1,

where he was the victim of a gas
attick. He died of tuberculosls in
1925, and was one of the first players
elected {0 the Baseball Hall of Fame
when it was estdblished in 1936,

Mr. Frierson deftly mixes his
pitches, combining the biographical
curves of Mathewson’s life with
change-up anecdotes about base-
ball’s early days and fast-bail obser-
vations on umpires, sportswriters

and life in general (the latter accom- -

panied by homespun advice for Little
Leaguers).

Nathewson's off-the-dlamond ac-
tivikies are not ignored either. The
pitcher appeared in a movie, a
Broadway show and a vaudeville re-
vue and wrote a serles of books for

yoyngsters, And if you thought sports
celebrity endorsements began with

MATTY

AnXvening With Chriaty
Mathewson

Bamd on the [lfe and writings of Christy
Mathewson; written and performed by Eddle
Fridrsen; directed by Kerrigan Mahan; ces.
ta by Suzan Kay Frierson; lghting by
La Cberman; set by Robert Smith:
Stage manager, Tiffany Yelton Presented by
Blask Bags Three Productions in assoclation
with Edmund Gaynes and the Mathswson
Foumdation, At the Lamb's, Downstates, 130
Wet 44th Street, Manhattan,

Eddie Frierson portrays Christy Mathewson, the Hall of Fame pitcher. |

breakfast cereals, Mathewson was
the official spokesman for Tuxedo
pipe tobacco. “There is an art to
making whole lies out of half-truths,”
Mathewson observes with a boyish
grin.

The Chiristy Mathewson one meets
through ‘Mr. Frierson is an “aw,
shucks’ kind of a guy who gets aver
life’s hurdles, even the suicide of his
kid brother, on the strength of sports
platitudes. But he is charming com-
pany and tells a good tale. The best
parts of the show are the reminis-
cences, Mr. Frierson single-
handedly re-enacts the 1508 playoft
game between the Giants and the
Chicago Cubs that turned into a riot
at the Polo Grounds; a shaggy-dog
account of Charlte Faust's sofourn as
the Giants’ good-luck charm for sev-
eral seasons s amiusing, and Math-
ewson's role In uncovering the 1919
Chicago Black Sox acandal is a foot-
hote to baseball history,

Kerrigan Mahan has directed Mr. |

Frierson in a polished performance

that takes place on Robert Smith's |-
"garage sale of a set, packed with

enough trophles, vintage baseball
caps and photos of veteran players {o
:start a Cooperstown annex. One
Idoesn’t have 1o be & baseball buff to
enjoy this pleasant evening of memo-
rablilia, but it helps.
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One-man show is a perfect pitch

moment in. Eddie Frierson's one-

man show, “Matty — An Evening
vith Christy Mathewson,” directed by
{errigan Mahan, now at the Lambs
"heater downstairs. _
Frierson has himself written the
cript, based on the life, sayings and
mitings of the man who was argu.
bly America’s first major baseball
xgend, and in 1936, 20 vears after
is retirement as a player and nine
ears after his death, one of the origi-
als inducted into the Inaugural
‘lass of Baseball’s Hall of Fame,
The Frierson/Mathewson moment
as, however, nothing particularly to
0 with either Mathewson’s formida-
le achievements or even his obvi-
usly extraordinarily engaging per-
anality.
Fhe, mgment ig, virtually,

I'HERE is one fearsome, compelling

at thy

eend...,

popularly referred to) career was
over, and he was clearly about to die,
at the comparatively young age of 45
of ' tuberculosis, probably acquire
from exposure to dpoison gas during
his service in World War .

But. just we are getting ready to

shuffle out of the theater — hopefully

amused lzly all the baseball reminis-
cence and lore — unexpectedly the
houselights go ur. Startlingly,
Frierson/Mathewson looks out at the
audience, grins and invites questions.

Il?s_tantly a one-man ‘show becomes
arnvl

{ the quite long,.yet blissfully paind;. iigias if we-hadbeen able to asgk Eml

f evening, and; the: somewhat gare:

tlous, yet always interesting and
1arming, chat is about to wind down.

The Big Six’s (as Mathewson was

Willianms/Charles  Didkéns: hiwl

proposed to end “Edwin Drood™
The audience jumps at the opportu-

he were Mathewson reborn. How did
he invent the “screwball” — he called
it the “fade-away” — or what did he
think of Shoeless Joe Jackson and the
Black Sox scandal?

- And Frierson is totally convincing
— not only in giving, say, a beauti-
fully technical account of the “fade-
away,” but in behaving seemingly
with all the authority and knowledge
of Mathewson’s acquired personal his-
tory. It’s pure virtuosity.

As for the show as a totality, this is
a lively visit with a fascinating man,
full of anecdotage, the absolute value
of which mi%ﬁ: depend on your appe-
tite for baseball mythology. I myself
enjoyed the show very much, but I am
certain that my son — a baseball fa-
natic — would have enjoyed it more.

But he — lost in all the stories and

lecture from a dead man “éxﬂfcﬁmaﬁﬂﬂcgél mﬁfmﬁ&i‘; fim
e

itof that stdrtling: theatrical moment

when illuston becomes reality, and
the actor totally takes over the per-

nity — treating Frierson exactly as if sona of the acted.
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BY FACSIMILE
To: Eddie Frierson
From: Bob Costas

IT'S :00% TRUE THAT YOU DON'T 1IAVE TO BE A BASEBALL FAN 71O BE
COMPLETELY ENGAGED BY EDDIE FRIERSON'S PERFORMANCE. HE LEAVES
THE AUDIENCE WITH A REAL APPRECIATION OF CHRISTY MATHEWSON,
AND THE PLACE AND TiME IN WHICH HE WAS AN AUTHENTIC AMERICAN
HERC. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF YOU ARE A BASEBALL FAN, YOU WILL BE
AMAZED AT HOW MUCH YOU DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT "MATTY", HIS
CONTFMPORARIES, AND THE DRAMATIC BASEBALL EVENTS OF THEIR

TIME.

BOB COSTAS
NBC SPORTS

/aar
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Mathewson time machine offers a wonderful ride

In this age of channelsurfing and cyberspace,
anything that can hold our attention for a couple
of hours deserves accolades. Thai such a show is
performed by one man and casts baseball in a
favorable light is remarkable.

Say hello to Matty, Eddie
A RE‘"EW Frierson's one-man play about
By Tim Wendel Hall of Fame pitcher Christy
—————— Mathewson. This show i5 as
memorabie as an exciting Wortd Series game,
and it wakes up the echoes about why we love
baseball. It reminds us that no other sport enjoys
such history or as many heroes and scoundrels.

The play’s lone set is a crowded attic. Moving
petween a tattered easy chair, clutiered desk
and coat rack. Frierson recreates baseball's
warld at the turn of the century. He imperson-
ates voices so well that he can duplicate conver-
sations. By the end of the show a visitor will have
heard fram more than 30 characters, including
Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis, Fred Merkle,
Grantland Rice, a Boston bellboy, and John
McGraw, the New York Giants” fabled manager
trom 1902 to 1932.

The hearttc-heart that Frierson, impersonat-
Ing McGraw, has with the audience 1o start the
second act is moving. He wades into the crowd,
transforming it {or 10 minutes into the New York
Giants' clubhouse. For this [s the fiery, no-aon-
sense McGraw, who gets in his players’ facesand
demands their best efforts and utmest respect
And, for laughs, Frierson does the same. After a
quick dissertation on his baseball philosophy, be
asks one theater-goer if he understands,

“Yes,” the patron shiugs.

“Just yes?" says Frierson/McGraw, his voice
rising.

“Yes, sir?”

“Try “Yes, Mr. McGraw.” "

By the end of this act, Frierson has the crowd
yelling, “Yes, Mr. McGraw” to every request
They're ready to foltow him out onto the feld
and another New York victory.

FRIERSON GREW UP A basebail player. Af- |

ter ke pitched his high school team in Nash- B

ville to a Tetnessee state championstip, he
went to UCLA and pitched for the Bruins.

“But I scon fgured out that while T may be
good, | wasn't good enough” Frierson says.
“That's when I got real interested in the stage.”

After graduating with a thealer arts degree in
1882, he began looking for a subject for a one-
man show. George Custer and Andrew Jackson
went by the boards before Frersen decided
upon Christy Mathewson.

Nicknamed “The Big Six,” Mathewson invent-
ad what i3 now known as the screwball. His ac-
complishments in 16 years with the Glanis in-
cluded records for endurance (46 games started
in 1904) and victories (37 in 1908). In the 1905

World Sertes, he shut out the Philadelphia Athiet- &

ics three times in Gve days.
Mathewson also acted in the movies and on
e vaudeville stage, wrote a series of books-for

A Natty 'Matty: Eddie Frierson as pitching great Christy Mathewson.

boys and was a World War [ war hero.

But that can be learmed from baseball history.
To know a person so well that you'can become
that luminary for two hours on stage takes more
than cracking open a few books. Frierson spent
12 years researching his one-man show; travei-
ing to Mathewson's hometown (Factoryville,
Penn.), his college (Bucknell), his winter home
(south-central Los Angeles) and where he died
of tuberculosis {Saranac Lake, N.Y.)

In his travels, Frierson found Mathewson's
personal remembrances, which became the ba-
sis for Matty. But the show didn't jell until Frier-
son rewrote the production with the help of di-
rector Kerrigan Mahan.

The extensive research resulted in a great
show, and Frierson was accepied into the Math-
ewson family as an adopted grandson.

“almost every word in the show comes direct-
ty fremn Matty's memoirs,” says Frierson.

HEN THE HOUSE lights go up at the end

of the show, Frierson iakes questions

from the audience. Ask him about the
Hall of Fame at Cooperstown and he'll give you a
puzzled look. Even though Mathewson was in the
Hall's inaugura! class, he died L1 years belore
Cooperstown opened its doors.

Frierson stays In character unti the end. On
his stage, the Yankees are still the Highlanders,
Matty knows nothing about Frank Thomas or
Ken Griffey Jr. or Albert Belle. But he can tell
you about Hopus Wagner. How he was the tough-
&st batter Mathewson ever faced, How Wagner
walked and talked and swung a bat, and for 2
moment you're back there. Seeing baseball as it
used to be and sometimes still is.

Matty recently completed a four-month run in
New York, and Frierson s putting {ogether a na-
tional tour, When i comes [0 Your town, 2o see it.

For those who remain rankled about how the
national pastime has conducted itself Iately,
Mutty is a great way to become hooked on base-
ball again.

As we went to press, the national tour for
Maity was still being put together. Its schedule
will be printed in Baseboll Weekly as soon as

available. =3

| FOR MORE ON MATTY

It you would like to lgarn mere about Christy Math-
gwson, thasa books can help:

» Maity: Ar Amencan Herp by Ray Bobinson {Ox-
ford University Press).

# Pitching in @ Pinch or Basebal from tha inside by
Christy Mafhawson with Enc Relle Graenberg (Uni-
versity of Mabraska). -

» Chrisly Mathewson: A Game-Gy-Game Frofifz
of a Lagendary Pitcher by Ronald A. Mayer {McFar-
land & Ca}




COMPILED BY TIM WENDEL [

Authentic actor:
In his one-man
play, Eddie
Frierson acts, and
looks, a lot like
Chisty
Mathewson.

1 E

hits the road

The cne-man show
based on Halil of Fame
pitcher Christy
Mathewson will begin
a national tour after
the Christmas holi-

; days. Written and per-
formed by Eddie

i Frierson, Maity, An

i Evening with Christy
: Mathewson, has been
: off-Broadway in New

' York since August.

Frierson, a baseball
enthusiast, pitched his
high school team to a
Tennessee state cham-
pionship and also
pitched at UCLA,
where he obtained a
degree in theater arts,

ON SALE THRGUGH DECEMBER 3, 1996
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Putting flesh on the Matty myth

Actor Eddie Frierson’s one-man play brings the career

of Hall of Famer Chiristy

By Ray Rosinson L
w reeowl yowrs lhere have been a
amber of urenen trealricals fea-
turing such idiesyncratic persoanli-
lics 85 Mark Twain, Will Rogers.

{larry Urantan e ‘Crunean Capole, Now

Chrisly Muathewsoa, Ihe patrw saipt of

Baseball's syge of nuneemce and winwer of

373 games ax 3 pilcher. is on display in

Maite: Ax Evening with Chisty Matlsou

at Mew York's inlimate, 116-seal Lamb's

(heater, thasks b 1l commitmen and Hi-

1o cirerpry of Eddie Fricrson,

Loy vight shows o week {bwa msi
wers), Friceson, whn wrole e 2-hoor,
[ minnrle alwar of lowve, plays Mally to
(e hilt. As e sweats under i beavy wool
New York Giants uniform, then later ap:
P in i fweedy cay and suil, Friersoa,
A7, maunzes W yput fesh on the Mally
imyth, mwstly threwgh a series of anec-
duies, In (he course of impersonating one
of the first collepians lo play bigleague
hasehall--Malliewson wis 8 Buckaell
slrapout—~lirierson alwo brings us quick
o lpadts af other basebil characters of
the eardy LNHs. Awony 1hans are the dy-
namic but foukwwuihed John McGraw,
the mesager of e Gians; wnpire Bill
Klem, whaclined never 1o have missed
& call in s lilfe; Fred Merkhe, who wade
banelead part of e nmage; Kenesaw
Muaunsin Landis, the commissioner credited with “saving™ basebalk; and the
infannus knave of diarends, Hal Chase, Frierson, empluying broad miwmiery,
makes Hiem all come remarkabiy alive.

0 u niati early in the New York vun, [ went ta se Criecson periortn. What
intetested me more tan anything was Frierson’s devotion lo his subject. Wiy
bad he ciwsels W “sudy Matly™ and 1o excavate his history? Why (he decade of
reseprch, inrunierable inlerviews, rips wo de Hall of Fame in Couperslowm, to
Factoryville, ., where Mathewson was born, amd te SucknelP's canpus, in
Lewisburg, 8.7 Sene might, T said, wilh no intent te e unkind, reyard it as an
obressor. “Oh, no,” Frierson replied, “Maity Is no obsession; ke's a good fend.”

Mathewson pluyed for Lhe Giants when Teidy Roosevell was President,
ceaser] piiching before America entered World War [and died in 1925, the year
Lug Gehsig bogun his conseculive grmes streak, Yet Frierson Ias found this
clecm, Goddearing sthletic penius—a irue hero in his time—someone wor-
thy t4 living presented to American sadicoces today.

Iwen 33 I cunlinees 1o play Mithewso, Fierson comws up with fascinat
itz new niaterial on hig man. *The other dey, Tran across an accrwa of 2 game
at the Pala Grounds, where Matty sireck sat 16 men—and only 300 people
were there fo warleh ill™ This serendipituus irsgment might woek itself into a
Tistre: show. ricrsos prefers siorjes to stasistics, but this statistic mightl it

Frierson was bern i Akron, Uhio, then his famity nioved to Nashville, In
177, he piachied for Hillwouod High's T stale chamyinnahip beare, Af
tor the famity suovedl again, this Gmne to California, he pilched for UCLA He
wanled 1o heconte 1 bg-league player, bt realizing he wasn't grood enough,
L fingshed B degeee it trenter arts, However, he has never strayed too far
{rom Dijs frst Jove of baseball. As head voach of Senlo Monica High, he has
suidedd 1he baseball leam te several championslips.

Mathewson back to life

Rela madet: Friereon (lef) is siwifar in bl fo
the pitcher bt portrays in his swenien shaw ond,
Tite Muthewson, ks dline eyes dwed ferorne hair

In 1985, wiiile rehearsing some voice-
over sessiens with Frierson, Kerrigag
Mahan, Mady’s direclor, learned Frierson
was playing Matly in a beuelit perfor-
inance at Saata Mouica Payhouse. hn-
pressed with Frierson's knowledge and
pasgion for the subject, Malian nonethe.
o Jess fell that the presenlalion sequired a
- ~ butter script, as well as nwre comedic
and dramatie tenslon. So during the next couple of years the two men relent-
lessly pursued the task,

“Matty was a man of inlegrity and principle,” Fricrson says. “both s player
2nd person. He's someone who would have been a terrific role modef (of to-
ifay’s youngsters. He might have played a significant part in 2 warld that has
beeowne cynical and coarsened. Jn baseball and other sports tuday, we have
tou many chrenic whiners and complaiters. 1 wasn't perfect in Mauy's day
but there was more civilily, more respect.”

In many ways, Frierson i8 the ideal person to play Mathewson. He weighs
195 pounds and i3 a bit over six feet, cluse o Mathewson's measuresnents.
Matly had blue eyes and browt hair, as does Frierson. Like Matly, who was
cailed “Big 5 in his day Decanse hie was sliglitly over six (vet fall, large for
that era. Frierson is well-coordinated and bandsonye, i a traditional way,

In presenting Matty al the ancient Lamb's, where, Incidentally. Mathewsun
used to dine with such Broadway icons as song-and-dance man George M. Co-
Tran ond cowbay philosoplier Will Rogers, Frierson trics o think and ik loe
way Mathewson did (Mathewson's high-pitched voice was never recorded, so
Frierson has never heard him speak.) Many of the Tines in lhe show are bue-
rowed frum Matirewson's hook, Pitching fn a Pinch. One of Irierson’s favoriles
is Mathewson's statement thal a perso is wise 1o have an alibi for defeal—but
he should aiways keep if (o himself.

Frierson helicves he learns more euch day ahout the great pitchier. Wien
Ben Kingsley won aa Qscar for bis poctrayal of Gandbi. he said: “What was
hardest was to emply my el of everything 1o play Gundhi.”

In his own way. 1'ddie Frierson is trving 10 du lhe same (hing with Maity. ¢

Ray Rubinsm, & freeigres writer in New York Cily, is ths avihior of “Manty: A
American Here,”
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Let’s play two: Eddie Frierson as Matty.

Matty .
Written and performed by Eddie

. Frierson. Dir. Kerrigan Mahan. Lamb's
h =  Theatre isee Off Broadway).
‘You could scour every ballpark across the
land and be hard pressed to come up with
aguymorein love with America'sfavorite,
pastime than Eddie Frierson. Anyone
" doubting this need onty see his one-man
show, Matly, an oddly engaging, near fa.
natic homage to both the game and to
Christy Mathewson, baseball's first true.
blue nadonsal hera. Not just a fan, Frievson
is also a unique historiafl (he wrote the
soript after 12 years of research) and a
charismatic performer toboot.

Assuming the character of Mathew-

son, or Matty, as he was commonly
known, Frierson pitches and pines for
lost pals amid the antique clutter of
Robert L. Smith's comfortable set, guid-
ing the audience through the rough-ancl-
tumble world of turn-of-thecentury
big-league ball. Wisely, he often shifts the
show's focus away from its selo aspect,
- conjuring the spirits of many noterious
personalities with whom Matty spent his
iliustrious life. For instance, there’s Fred
Merile, the New York Giant whose anx-
! jous first-base behavior cost his team the
: National League pennant in 1908. The
. press dubbed his error the Merkle boner
and taunted him with the name Bone
head, killing his spiritand ruining his ca-
reer, but coining an insult still used today.
Ah,thethingsweowe thepress - -

Although Frierson and director Kerri-
gan Mahan have given this piecea shape
; rarely found in one-person shows, an exas-
* tence such as Matty's provides infinite

fodder for storytelling, and by play’s end

the average theatergoer has heard more |
- than enough, Devout followers of base-

ball, however, wili certainly find Mattya

real jov and may even bedriven tojumpup

ina PAif Rizzutte froth and exclaim "Holy

cowl Itsa kit —Sam Whiteheod i

1501 Broadway, Suite 1502, NYC 10036 212-575-0263/Fax: (212) 575-2240
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One-man ‘Matty’ comes through in the clinch

By MICHAEL SOMMERS

EW YORK — The first big base-

ball fan.in my family was a
great-great aunt whose apartment in
the Bronx overlooked the old Polo
Grounds. Back around 1903, soit's
said, she nearly ruined her matriage
by spending too many hours out on
the fire escape, cheering like crazy for
that gentlemanly New York Giants
idal Christy Mathewson.

“The Prinee of the Polo
Grounds,” as Mathewson was called,
was a college-educated all-American
farmboy whose presence changed the
game of baseball. At the turn of the
century, Mathewson’s sunny good
sportsmanship helped to {ransform
pro baseball from a bunch of brawl-
ers into proud national heroes.

Though no mollycoddle, Math-
ewson promised his Baptist mother
that he'd never play ball on Sun-
days—and never did. Such clean-cut
charms drew ladies to the ball park
for the first time, A legendary pitcher
(373 career victories), his sporting
ways endeared him to millions of fans
during the 1500-16 era.

He was a good guy. “Always
throw your best pitches in the
pinch,” was typical of the uplifting
advice that Mathewson spread
through a popular series of juvenile
books he authored during the height
of the fame, At one point Mathewson
was 30 well kmown that a letter ad-
dressed simply to “Big 6" (ancther
nitkname) managed to arrive at his
winter home in California.

Mathewson served overseas in
the Great War, managed the Cincin-
nati Reds, and was later president of
the Boston Braves before his death of
tuberculosis in 1925 at age 45, He
even took & tum on the vaudeville
stare in the 0ff seasomn,

man Off Broadway show ‘Matty.’

Youl learn {his abouf the leg-
end—and more—in “Matty: An Eve-
ning With Christy Mathewson,” a new
one-man show written and per-
formed by Eddie Frierson.

“Matty” is a warm and genuinely
affectionate tribute to a great ball
player that’s sure to please anyone
who truly loves the game, Wonderful
yarns about baseball during its
rowdy early days and colorful anec-
dotes about Mathewson's fellow stars
of the diamond make for an enter-
taining two hours,

Exwect no high-tech presenta-

Eddie Friersn plays baseball legend Christy Mathewson in the cne-

tion: This Off Broadway show is per-
formed in modest circumstances.
There’s fittle flash but boy, there's
plenty of heart.

Frierson, who once played base-
ball for UCLA, resembles Mathewson
and performs the show in a direct, af-
fable manner that certainty suits his
hero's friendly personality. Frierson
doesn't appear to be acting so much
as channeling Mathewson's spirit.
This easygoing authenticity is strong
enough to override the sometimes
where-are-we? limbo of his aneedotal
seript. Robert Smith’s nice set places

WHAT: “Matty: An Evening With Cheisty
Mathewson'

WHEN: Perlormances are Tues. through
Sat, a1 8 p.m.; Wed. and Sot, malinees

ot 2p.m.; Sun. at 3 p.m.

WHERE: Lamb's Theater, 130 W, 44th
St., Monhottan .

HOW MUCH: Yickers ore $30. Call
12121 239-6200

Mathewson in an attic cluttered with
1900s memorabilia that's hacked by a
simpie mural of the Polo Grounds.

Unlike my ancestress, I'm not a
huge fan of the game, but some of the
stories that Mathewson, excuse me,
Frierson tells are faseinating. There's
the tregic results of an infamous re-
played game in 1908—a quarter ofa
million peaple tried to get into the
park—caused by the enforcement of
Rule 59, which led to several deaths
including the suicide of the baseball
comrmissioner.

You'll hear the hilarious saga of
hapless Charley Faust, the “jinx
Idlier.” Experience up close the strat-
egic roaring style of Giants manager
John J. MeGraw. And listen to Math-
ewson’s dark recall of Hal Chase, the
sleazy first baseman who took & lead-
ing part in the Black Sox scandal of
1918, Sometimes Frierson imperson-
ates these other legends to tell their
stories better.

Through it all, Frierson’s low-
keyed invocation of Mathewson
sticks to the guy's unpretentious
true-blue ways hoth as a sportsman
and as a gent. Under director Kerrd-
gan Mahan's guidance, Frierson win-
ningly offers up an authentic cham-
pion who was a little embarrassed by
his fare. Seme of the showboats who
play the game now might take ales-
son or two from Christy Mathewson.
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On July 26th, about two weeks ago, my friend Scott and I visited Cooperstown to witness what I consider one of the best individual stage performances I
have seen in a long time. What we saw that evening can only be described as caﬁtivating; perhags the most captivating live performance I've ever had the

pleasure of v1ewuég_. Eddie Frierson, about 40 years old, immerses himse!f into the character and persona of one of baseball’s greats, Christy Mathewson I

of the New York Giants. Mathewson was inducted posthumously into the inaugural class of the National Basebal Hall of Fame in 1936, Frierson began ]

his research on the life and career of Mathewson in 1984 and has taken that research and created 2 stunning portrayal of the man,

!

!

Using the character of Mathewson, dressed in the clothing of the era, Frierson stimulates our sense of life's ironies, as this performance is about more
than baseball, more than the life of Christy Mathewson, but instead about Life, with a capital 'L"; its odd twists and turns, how people's actions affect
other peopie, intentioma\lIK/,I as well as, unintentionally. It's Matty as philosopher, reflecting on life as described in a musical lyric of a contemporary and
colleague of his, George M. Cohan: "Life's a funny proposition.*

The play is divided inte two acts, which are further divided into thirteen scenes. Act one consists of: Bonehead, Umpires, Opportunities, Repercussions,
The Alibi, and The Giant Finx Killer. Act two consists of: The Early Days, Practical Jokes, McGraw, Factoryville and Nicholas, Fears, Deception, and
Consumption. Rather than change scenery or lower the curtain, Frierson/Matty instead transitions from one scene, one phase in his life, to another,
without any break. Introducing almest thirty different characters to assist Matty in telling his story, Frierson moephs from one character to another
effortlessly, creating the illusion that there really is more than one person on stage. Frierson has a way of looking into, and speaking directly to, the
audience, almost challenging you to prove that 1t isn't really Christy Mathewson standing in front of ﬁou. During one of the scenes, since we were sitting
in the front row, he asked a rhetorica 1%uestion2 looking me square in the eye and 1 almost answered

im; never out of character, even o the point of
keeping his fingers clenched while ho

ing an imaginary ball, this guy is good!

The first act (containing six scenes) opens with Frierson on stage already in the Matty character, wearing a NY Giants jersey, trousers and cap, under a
wool sweater and scarf; surrounded by an assortment of props - a reading chair; a small table next to the chair, with a pipe rack, glove and baseball on it;
a desk and chair; several pieces of luggage that have old advertising pieces propped against them {Mathewson was quite the product endorser in his day);
a stall green stool; a picture of George M. Cohan; and sheet music scattered all over the floor. Matiy tells us how he was raised in a pieasant but strict
home. He was taught never to smoke and to always honor the Sabbath; he was true ¢o his mother in one of those cherished rules, as he never participated
in a game played on Sunday, at any level of ball, As for smoking, well, that was another story.

In the first scene, he tells us about Fred Merkle, a rookie teammate whose base running at the end of a game against the Cubs resulted in a controversial
ruling by then National League President, Harry Pulliam. Matty unknowingly E,[a ed a part in this, with the game being declared a tie and forcing a one
game play-off with the Cubs at the end of the season. His teammates on the N (giants felt they had been cheated and had already won the NL pennant,
Matty knew the K/l[ayers woutld foltow his lead and either 1plzaty or not play, depending on his decision. With every intention of tetling the team owner they
would not play, Matty suddenly changed his mind and told him they would play.

The results of NL President Pulliam's decision was that, hounded and ridiculed by the press and fans, he became a broken man and soon committed
suicide. Matty, reflecting on this, tells us, "Some men can accept their decisions while others cannot. He was a good man who only wanted to be a good
teague president; it's only a game!” As for Matty's decision to play, well, he tefls us four fans died at the game that day, two as they were struggling with
each other, still embraced as they plummeted to the concrete below. "1 could have prevented all this" Matty tells us. "It was only a game!"

Matty telts us about Charlie Faust, legendary good luck charm of John McGraw's Giants from 1911 through 1914, Was it true; were the facts as
presented by Matty accurate? Many baseball historians and SABR members have questioned the stogv but one thing is clear, to hear Matty tell it to you,
you become a believer. As act two opens, Matty is wearing a wool suit and hat. Leaning against the desk, he strikes a match on the sole of his shoe and
fights his pipe. The smell of tobacco reaches out to the audience adding to the realness of the performance (I'm sure the HOF management did some sout
searching prior to approving this).

When talking about John McGraw, his manager with the Giants, Frierson becomes McGraw and gives one of the plays top petformances. Walking into
the audience, Frierson/McGraw confronts them, as if they were members of the Giants. To one unsuspecting person, he yells, "1 don't want to see the
back of your heads when P'm talking to you. Turn around and look at me!™ To another, "Are you thinking son? There are only two possible answers - Yes,
Mr. MeGraw or No, Mr. McGraw, So, 1 ask you again - are you thinking son?" The confused gentleman responded, "Yes, Mr. McGraw", only to have
Freirson/McGraw bellow back, "You're not paid to think!!"

There is a touching moment when Maity tells us about how he advised his brother Nicholas, who “was a better player than [ ever was", to get a college
education; that baseball would stili be there afterwards. Without giving away the scene, let's just say that five to ten minute scene showed the extent fo
which this actor had put his own emotions inte this performance. At that moment, Frierson and Matty became one.

Through the story of Jake Beckley, a ball player who he unintentionally hit during a game, Matty addresses the vulnerability fear causes in all of us. Will
we conquer fear or will we let it control us, and overtake the decisions we make mn life? Using Hal Chase as an example, Matty shares with us the
‘underbelly' of the game, the gambling and cheating. culminating in the ultimate fix, the 1919 World Series. After a season of coaching the Giants (he
had retired in 1916), Matty was asked to sit in the press box and cover the 1919 World Series. At first, he thought it was strange hops, or coincidences,
but soon he knew - the Sox were throwing the Series. He filed his report with baseball and the rest is history.

Matty tells us that he and his wife retire to Saranac Lake, NY. But Frierson/Matty begins to cough more frequently as he speaks now, setting the stage for
his disclosure that he has contracted consumption, now known to you and me as Tuberculosis. As he slouches in his reading chair, his counﬁing
becoming increasingly more pronounced, one knew we were entering the final scene. At one point, probably not seen by more than a hand%ul of us who
were sitting next to the stage, Matty coughed into a hankie and shoved it into his pocket, bui not before I saw the red blood on it.

scene was especially riveting for me as I know the pain she suffered lying on her back for two years while her lungs healed). He rose from the chair,
took a few steps, and as he looked back at the empty chair, the lights dimmed and we knew Matty had passed on.

As he sat in that chair, becoming weaker, he described how he lay on his back for months as he was dyin% (My mother had TB prior to my birth and this
£

Moments later, the lights brightened, and still in character, Frierson/Matty took some questions from the audience. While we thought was somewhat
risky, no one threw him a curve and asked a question that Maity would not have been able to respond to. You see, he had truly convineed everyone that
he was Matty. Wrapping up, Matty had a message for all the young people in the audience to leave with: "Always do the right thing, {reat others as you
would want fo be treated, character is important and be conscious opggw your actions, words and decisions impact others; because life's a funny
proposition.”

For more on Frierson's act, see his webpage: httpi/www.matty.org
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Best One-Man Show was Eddie
Frierson’s Matry, about erstwhile Giants
pitcher Christy Mathewson, Ia answer 10
Emory’s question in The Boys in the Band
—of “Think the Giants are gonna win the
pennant this year?'—the answer was
almost always yes when Mathewson was
pitching during the early 1900s. As the
hurler, Frierson is endearing, charming,
sincere, butch, and deserves as many
praiseworthy adjectives as Mathewson
had victories (373). Even the most base-
ball-phobic of the stagestruck would have .
a great time at this show. For they'd be
interested in Mathewson’s reminiscences
about George M. Cohan (he was an espe-
cially big fan of his “Life’s a Funny Pro-
position, After All"). Or that Mathewson
co-authored a Broadway play, The Girl
and the Pennant. See Marmy atthe Lamb's,
‘where, as it turns out, one of Mathewson’s
stories actually took place.

I could go on.

1501 Broadway. Saite 1382, ¥YC 100326 212-373-0263/Faax: {(212) 575-2240
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Play Ball
M. cneperson

show at the Lambs’ Theatre
about legendary New York
Ciants pitecher Christy Mathew-
son written and acted by Eddie
Frierson-—offers an entertain-
ing reprise of the life and times
of one of basebail’s early .
greats. Frierson, as Mathewson
looking back, pours energy
and down~home charm into an
avening of raconteur theater,
mixing reminiscance about
oddballs {John McCraw, >

David Rothenberg

22> the Giants’ manager who
got his way no matter what, and
Chariey Faust, g fan taken up
and humored as a team
rabbit’s-foot who seems to
have been the ancestor of
today’s chicken-and gorijia-
suited cheerleaders, were two)
with insider stories and
baseball arcana. Known as a
college boy and a gentleman,
Mathewson seems to have been
almost everyone’s friend (even
famously vicious Ty Cobb), but
he hated anything that black-
2ned the game and his hoticing
5i patierns of iosing ied to the
scandalous fall of Shoeless loe
lackson. Frierson’s Al Core
style meshes weil with
Mathewson’s appie-pie
Americannessand conveys,
despite the hard knocks of the
player’s life, both the richness
and happy unraality of
baseball legend.

—MaRTIN Wasasiay

Associates
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rf[')N‘Af_'{D OFF BROADWAY | o
Before Free Agency, The Home
Ofthe Free Inspired ‘Matty & Co.

CL st . BY DILLEPIDUS LT
atty,” a play petformed by one actor.though hardly a one-char-

&
acter play, has just opened at the smaller of the two theaters in
- the Lamb’s Club pn West Jdth Street, Written by, and starring,

Eddie Priersen, it is a double rarity.
For one thing, it is a one-actor play
which manages to be kighly theat-
rical, deamatizing rather than nar-
rating; for the other, it is a play set
in 2 different era than ours which
nevertheless has mueh to say by in-
ference to our own, ) :
Frierson has dramatizad the
story of Christy Matthewson, Hall
of Fame pitcher for the New York
Giants from 1900 to 1916, He has
certainly-done his research, not
. only into Matthewson's life but
also into his spert and era. The re.
suit is a fascinating pertrait of 2
time when, shall e say,
ballplayers wete a different breed
than today's self-centered, pam-
pered millionaires. Frierson has
chosen to drimatize the great
harier's life and times by creating
a kaleidoscope of unforgettabie
characters. There's hard-drivi ng,
ruthiess, - acid-tongued John

of the greatest baseball geniuses
everT “Theéte “is “hapless” Fred
- Merkie, whose so-called “bone-

headed” base-running cost the Gi-

ants the pennant and forever la-
* beled this gifted though not too
- bright’ “player ““Bone-Hezded

. Merkle” {in fact, this was when !

this epithet wis coined). There is
a gallery of umpiras, gamblers,
sports writers - and Frierson
plays them ail. It's like there's a

Sn-characte‘r play going on up
there.  He “even “briefly does
Matthewson's wife wha, when
asked during spring training by a
prying sportswriter what it's like
living with a man with no vices,
who doesn’t drink or swear, coyly
replies, "Why, sir - what makes
you think I'd be married to such 2
prude?" el
“Matty” is an inspiring
evening in the theater, managing
to be about no mére than “mere
baseball,” with much to say to
our own hyper-cynical time.
Dor't be deterred if this city's
Cultural Ayatollahs are less than
enthusiastic. They don't care
about sports and they don't care
for writing which celebrates such
old-fashioned, naive things as

McGraw, the Giants' manager, one ;

prineiples. -

-

‘Matty” Lamb’s Theatre, 130 W
44th St, Call 239-6200- “Old
- Wicked Songs.” Promenade The-

aire, Broadway at 76th Sireet,
Call 580-1313; “What Doesn't Kill
Us.” Producer’s Club, 358 W 44tk
St, Call 642.8896. %

Bddie Friersom, qiving foiks o
&P 0n kows best 1o thygy the
Serewball his gy Pilch and
thereal quy cireq 1905

1561 Broadway. Suite 1502, NYC 10036 212-5375-0263/Fax: (212) 575-2240



Ehe New Hork Times
229 WEST 43 STREET
NEWYORK, N.Y, 10036

Dec. 3, 1996

Dear Eddie Frierson:

I saw your show on Friday, Nov. 29, and enjoyed it immensely.
Someone had recommended it to me, and I was curious. (I was the
one who asked you, in the "interview" after the scripted
performance, whether Shoeless Joe should be in the Hall of Fame,
and what was the most evil thing Matty ever did.)

I saw it too late to do you, or me, any good in a newspaper
mention -- considering that you are closing soon. But I did want
you to Know for what it's worth that I thought you caught the
spirit of the times -- which includes, of course, the present --
with great spirit and theatricality.

Yours,

// /

Ira Berkow
Sports columnist
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Transcript — LAZY MONDAY AFTERNOON — September 9, 1996

MATTY

An Evening With Christy Mathewson
Lamb’s Theatre
130 West 44™ Street

Whether you are a baseball fan or not, Eddie Frierson’s play, “MATTY: An
Evening With Christy Mathewson,” is a superb theatrical experience at the Lamb’s
Theatre (130 West 44" in Manhattan).

Written and performed by M, Frierson, “MATTY” tells a tale of baseball’s Hall
of Fame star Christy Mathewson at a time when baseball was in its infancy. But
“MATTY?” is more than a play about baseball, it is about a man whose presence
transformed a ruffian dominated sport into the national pastime.

Mathewson was a country boy who went on to college at Bucknell University
before starting his brilliant pitching career with the New York Giants. Women began
flocking to the Giants’ games to watch “the college boy” pitch. He was the toast of New
York and the Country, setting records for career victories and most games won in a
season. He was also a man of moral convictions — never pitching on a Sunday because
of a promise to his mother.

After his years with the Giants, Mathewson briefly played with and managed the
Cincinnati Reds, then served in France in World War 1, where he was the victim of a gas
attack. He died of tuberculosis in 1925 and was one of the first players elected to the
Baseball Hall of Fame when it was established in 1936. Beyond baseball he was also a
writer of novels and stories for boys, an endorser of products, an author on Broadway and
an actor in Vaudeville.

Author and star Eddie Frierson, who once played baseball for UCLA, resembles
Mathewson and gives a winning narrative performance. He also portrays other characters
at the time including Mathewson’s fiery baseball manager, John McGraw, “Jinx Killer”
Charley Faust, evil first baseman Hal Chase and many others.

Directed by Kerrigan Mahan, “MATTY” is solid and superior theatre even for
someone who doesn’t know a double play from a double steal. “MATTY” hits a home
run!
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Sermon on the Mound

A great new play on Christy Mathewson
sweeps NY for World Series fever

Posted Friday, Oct. 4, 1996
| By Kevin Fitzpatrick

NEW YORK -- Ninety-one years after shutting out the Athletics three |

times in the World Serigs, Giants pitcher Christy Mathewson is back
in town for another Post Season appearance. And just like when he
won 30 or more games for the National League club three years in a
row, he's thrilling another crowd in the Big Apple.

OK., Mathewson isn't 106 years old. But with the Major League

Baseball Post Season going full tilt across the country, it is time to
make mention of a great new one-man play drawing rave reviews ina
tiny theater Off-Broadway in Manhattan. "Matty" was written by and
stars Eddie Frierson, an ex-pitcher who is plainly mad for Mathewson. -
If you could act your way into Cooperstown, Frierson would be there.

1501 Broadway, Suite 15302, NYC 10036 212-375-0263/Fax: (212) 573-2240
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Actor Eddie Frierson plavs Hall
of Famer Christy Mathewson,

"Mamy” isn't just a play abouwr
oné of the greatest pitchers of
all time. Talking shutours for
two hours could be dull: so
Frierson lets his star swing at
life lessons. homespun advice.
and baseball lore 10 make vou
smile. “This is a blast.” the
actors said after a recent
afternoon matinee. "and w0 se2
the wayv the show effects
people every day is reaily
great.” To an appreciative
crowd. some in Mariners

jackets and Orioles caps, he is
R correct. "Marty" is a hit with
fans and non-fans alike.

A struggling actor in the 1980s (he even read for parts in Budl Durham
and Field of Dreams. but was passed over). Frierson said he'd been
wterested in writing a one-man plav for himself, similar to what Hal
Holbrook had done with his Mark Twain shows,

“ Vv dad spends a lot of time in used bookstores.” Frierson recalls.

"He found a copy of "Pitching in a Pinch." a book Mathewson wrote

in 1912. He gave it to me and it sat on my shelf for a couple years.
Then in 1984 when [ was going from L.A. to Florida for a reunion. it
was the book [ took on the plane with me. I thought. this is great! The
dialogue, he's my size, he's a right-handed piicher... he threw a
screwball. [ tried to throw one... all kinds of things. It was perfect.”

Frierson piays the firstact in a vintage Gianrs
uniform.

Then he started the research. This would
take 12 vears of his ume, thousands of

hours, and countless trips to towns. :
libraries. and ballparks all over the country.

"When [ began. Tknew the basic folklore of |
Christy Mathewson.” says the 36-vear-old
Frierson. a native of Nashville. "He was
this golden god. the grand perfect man and
evervibing.., He was a special man... [
found our that when he died. every big
league club donated money to erect this
memorial zate ar Bucknell Universiry -
{Mathewson's alma mater). [ can't imagine every team donating
money 1o any one cause teday.” This was just one of the dozens of
discoveries the actor-playvwright would uncover in his quest 1o bring
the long-dead Hall of Famer (o the stage.

Alony the way, Frierson taught high school and was a baseball coach
i Santa Monica. Calif. As he worked in the entertainment industry, in

1581 Broadwar. Saite 1302, NYL i00:36 212-3753-9263/Fax: {212) 373-2249
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small parts and doing commercial voice-over jobs. he worked up the
play that would become "Matty." He performed it as a school
fundraiser. making his kids sell tickets. Trips to Mathewson's
birthplace. family home, old schools, and the Baseball Hali of Fame
- and Museum also followed. The old pitcher's descendants embraced
Frierson, and opened up their family mgmories to him. As a fellow
. pitcher, he could understand the feats performed on the fieid
- (Mathewson won 30 or more games four times. including a modern
National League record of 37 in 1908). But it was as a deferent levei
- that he understood Mathewson the humanist, which comes out in the
legendary hurler's words.

- "He was like Tommy Lasorda, without doing it,” Frierson says. "As

far as motivational speaking, for that stiff he used baseball as a

- metaphor for life, saying we all have these same kinds of umpires in
life, we all have these same highs and lows, and how do we deal with

it. He said, '[ don't have the answer, but this is how | coped kind of

stuff.’ He didn't get in front of people, although he did speak to kids.

' He had a real good way of expressing himself on paper.”

The set is filled with old uniforms, balls, bats,
photos and other baseball memorabilia to make
fans drool.

W2’ For "Matty" Frierson broke the piay into
two acts. First, he covers Fred Merkle and
the infamous "bonehead” play of the 1908
National League playoff game (the first
ever). He portrays the storied moments at
the Polo Grounds just like an ESPN replay.
It's tragic is what it is. "Matty" then moves
gl through vintage umpire varns (something
. kY you-know-who should listen to), the
— b legendary manager John McGraw, plavers
Frank Chance and Johnny Evers and the highlight of the show, the
story of Charley Faust, "The Giant Jinx Killer." With Frierson acting -

~out all parts, the old ballgame memories spring to life with a switch of
- a cap.

The second act (some wags would cal! it a doubleheader) is more
about Mathewson the man and how he lived and worked thro ugh the
twilight of his career. "Big Six” {named for the biggest fire engine in
New York City) succumbed to tuberculosis at age 15 in 1923, after
retiring in 1916. Frierson wraps up the show with a pep taik, the kind

he used to give to wayward boys. and a question-answer session with
the audience.

“Matty" is full of the Mattv-isms. the savings, that made Big Six such
a name:

Always have an alibi.

Touch one fife in a positive manner and you have succeeded in your
QW

Everyone should play ball. [ should almost say from the time a
baby is on all fours, he should be bouncing a rubber ball,

1301 Broadway, Saige 1502. 23X 10035 212.5373-0263/Fax: (212) 3732218
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« Be humble and gentle and kind,
o Always throw your best pitch in a pinch.
. Give your friends names they can live up to, not play down.

"This is where the guy belongs," Frierson said. "If the thing is to get
. Christy Mathewson and his whole life back into the public spotlight,
this is the only place where it can happen. We came in here on a shoe -
... string budget, and we've gotten reviews that people would kill for.”

.-+ Frierson lets his hero tross over in the 1990s, by letting the audience, .
. " ask him, as Mathewsbn, his opinions and for stories not in the show.

" Incharacter, "Mathewson" can field them ail (Hint: ask him about Ty
Cobb). He even hands out baseball cards to the kids in the front rows
of the 120-seat theater. "The guy is so_terrific how can you not like

 him at the end of the night?" Frierson asks.

- The show has been a big hit in its short life, "Matty” ran for 36 weeks
.7 inLos Angeles. In early August, Frierson and company took the show
" -; to Pennsylvania for "Christy Mathewson Birthday Weekend" at
" Keystone College in F actoryville (formerly Keystone Academy where
: Matty went to grammar school). He took part in "Christy Mathewson -
: Night" at the ballpark in Scranton/Wilkes-Barre for the Phillies Triple .
> Aclub, the Red Barons. Frierson was there in Mathewson's uniform
- - and threw out the first pitch. He led a big parade from downtown
- - Factoryville to Keystone. The whole town followed along and came
. into the theater for a show. "Matty" opened in New York Sept. 4 and
is scheduled to run through Dec. 1. The plan is to hopefully take the
show on the road to colleges if it ends 2 New York run.

- Does "Matty" have a place in baseball today, and could Mathewson
make it against today's home run-hitting superstars? How would he do
in San Diego, Atlanta, or Cleveland? "[ think he'd be fine," the actor
says confidently. "He'd be a cross between Orel Hershiser
personality-wise and Nolan Ryan, where everybody loves you, If
you're throwing a no-hitter in the sixth, and you're in Texas and from
New York, the fans are going to scream for you to throw a no-hitter, |
think he was universally loved and would be now. He would be the

. grandest of the superstars. He would be a Greg Maddux with a little
- - more personality, the same quietness, where everybody goes, "Man,
- this guy is great.” I think he'd do very wetl." P :

_ MATTY is playing at the Lamb's Theater, 130 W, 44th Street,
~ | between Broadway and Sixth Avenite. Shows are Tuesday
~. i through Saturday at 8 p.m.; matinees Wednesdays and Saturdays °
- 2t 2 p.m.; Sunday at 3 p.m. Tickets are $30; group sales are :

- available. Tele-charge 212-239-6200; Group sales call
© 212-889-4300,

1501 Broadway. Suite 1502, NYC 10036 212-575-0263/Fax: (212) 375-2240
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Frierson's ‘Matty’' is a homer

By Gene Kilik

On the Lambs Theatre
stage clullered with the
memorabilia of a, lifetime,
Eddie Frierson acts out the

— e

life of an American hero,
Hall of Fame pitcher Christy
Mathewson,

Starting early in the centu-
ry, Christy Mathewson,

"Malty,” or Big Six as he.

He never pitched on Sun-
day. Because he was un
amazing pitcher and had the
image of a clean-cut Ameri-
can boy, the press made him
a larger-than-life hero,

Mathewson served in the
army in Europe during
WWI, became a Big League
manager and coach, was a
sports writer for The New
York Times, wrote several
books, toured in vaudeville,
and was president of the
Boston Braves., He died of
tuberculosis in 1925 at age
45.

! One doesn’t have to be a
baseball fanatic to get a kick
out - of Eddie Frierson’s
- virtuosotitle performance aa
Matty/" A one-time pitcher
imself and no doubt. a
aseball zealot, he plunges
“into the characters of a host
& of old-lime legends of the
“rgame, including Iron Man
2Joe McGinnity, Umpire Bill
i Klem, Chief Meyers, Judge
Landis and, most memora-

an era when professional
_baseball players were 2a
bunch of ruffians, Matty was
a college boy from a reli-

gious family, in a small town

...in Penn,

mmmm..w_.:_? .

was called by the baseball
press, pilched 16 seasons for
the New York Giants, win-
ning more games than any
other pitcher in the history
f-the National League. In.

e
al

bly, the legendary tyrant
manager of the Giants, John
McGraw. :

His fascinating perfor-
mance traces the game from
1908 when the press pinned

the moniker "bonehead” on

rockie Fred Merkle, to the
"Black Sox" scandal in
which Hal Chase, a Mathew-
son nemesis, had a sinister

role.

"Matty" may tell more
than many might want to
knowabout Christy Mathew-
son, but Eddie Frierson’s

research, wrilingand perfor- -

mance are breathtaking. He
furnishes an excellent feeling
for the times.

Lawrence Oberman’s
clever lighling clearty marks
changes of scene and charac-
ter. The designer of the
comfortably crowded set is
Robert Smith. Kerrigan
Maban is the director. The
fine period costume design is
by Suzar Kay Frierson.
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OCwberz:s. 1995 Suburbanfews

-in thevsfory on. boseball rm.
_end - ’Cliristy ~  Mathewsen,
vww& by Eddie Frierson inan ’
infinate~: ssuditorium uw ‘tHe”
' Lamb's Theatre-oii #th w:.u%
_jo .the ‘héart’ of “Broadway: -
Ewn-.osunn {1880.1938) wenf.
from .. “grasll weas&é«!-&

| Lown - to; becomne the “Prince of
.uoro_w. a8 1 pitcher for' the™

" o) 2...4 J.oqr Giants, Aménig_thé

“Hetifovements of - “Big °
m.xa .9.5 of the nicknames™

. .Sww& an, emu Hall of Famver >/
< are: 2250y, mobe. wing for 12

nz.awrn Ewuosn. 373 litetine -
-victorigs “4nd ‘three” shat-out, -
' gatags * pitehied -in
ﬂoﬂg Series. |

- Beatdes his. ballpark _.ﬂa&a
Methewson was an hanorable
“gentleman who wrote books
- for tioys, toured in ‘vaudeville,
Snﬂ_a ) “maotion ?&E,o mﬁ_

.the um.oa

“WW L There were elso trage-

“diés in the short life of “Matty”
Eégsm his brother, as well
“ag baseball, that are elfectively

. ‘brought out by Frierson,

“Watty” contes fo life on a

-~ small slage, like an atfic &E- .
“tered with period pieces, Ff-

. fective lighting punétuates the
chersctérs and incidents illus-
trated by Frievion A vesr wall
cyclorama paints 2 broad view:
of the Pelo Grounds bringing
back a bappy Jandscape. The

performer wtilizes his talents
mo.. doing voice-ovets to skill-
foliy portray many of the men

astocated  with . Christy
Mathewson " ineluding
S Bonepead” Merkle, “Trom

- Man® Maginty, Judge Landis,

unpires, etc. His inkerprsta-
sion of Giants’s mapnager Joho
McGraw is particularly won-
-derful as he goes into -the

i ENTERTAINMENT ‘m

a_.a_saa o_.&; U:.an?.w
_nm_.._._msﬂ Mahan with polish-

“ing “Matty” to bring out the

moving momenzs and amusing

sidoliglts 10 moll a perform-’

ance that js wuly fascinating.
Frioxson has devoted 12
years researching in libravies,
Cooperstown:  and with
Matheivson family mewbers to
wrila this one man tribute. He
was brought up in Nashwille

where he pitched his high .
‘achool team to a state champi-

pnship and later took the
tnound for UCLA. He coached

*_basebal). at .8’ California high
scheo] wheve his proudest ac-

complishment "was nuréuting
Tony Tarasco’s skills into the
big league ability. {Tho Balli-
move Oriole outfielder is the
one whio would have made the

.:».2 ooamm to __3 mﬂ .q__mm#o

.Rnr in-the ovms.:m um_:m om.
the play-off - series with the’
Yonkees when a 12-year-ald
fan deflected the ball). Frier-

son adandened hopes for a ga-

reer in basoball when he real-

ized he would not make the .

raiore and pursued stidies in
thentre arts or as'he stated *1
traded. one insecure profesgion
for another.” Christy- Mathew-
son never  ompleted his
anfobiography,
cauge the man was oo modest,

but Eddié Prierson- i Eosm.nm.,

his research into the.project
and_ expecta to see this _x.o#
published next year. . . <
Ifyou like .rmum_ums. you' 0
love “Matty.” If you enjoy.live
theatre, yo'll bove *Matiy.” If
you appreciate a strocg bio-

“perhaps * be--

mqnvw:w_ ‘acting v&%ﬂv .
you'll leve “Matly,” Be afsaréd

_that you dé not have t3ke n

XS

baseball bufl td stay aitgntive
during this sclo enacipent.
Eddiz Friersou dramafigally’
presenis Chrialy Masthewson
while bringing in many other.

.. big league fmmortals: of-the
. period,” This is also a show

ahout a man'a integrity,: /.&mam_
and homespun’ philesdphy (
always have an alibi, _Ean%
it o yourself, Jose bittedly, but
learn frow it) ﬁﬁn mo @wa..a .
the diamond. ’
“Matty": Emu?ﬁ t wu.&

ﬁuawm.ﬁsﬁ..v run. -ft is the -

- kind of show Cthat ebuld teur”
small thealres and college '

campus stages across the
country with- encceds, High
Sehoot gudiences, under spon-
sership of an orgnization hike
Project. Impact, would benefis

. from an abbrevisted version.



SMATTY"

There is a luminous purity about
Christy Mathewson, the New York
Giants famed pitcher, that would have
appealed to Tennyson; had Maity been
cast into a cesspool by invidious and
ineffectual batsmen -he would “have
emerged immaculate, flannel transmo-
grified to samite, and nary a hair out of
place. In 1901 he was the anomaly in the
scruffy, disreputable baseball fraternity:
he didn’t smoke, he didn’t drink, and,
honoring a pledge to his mother, he
refused to take the mound on Sunday.
Furthermore, this paragon was an author,
appeared on Broadway and in movies
and vaudeville, managed the Cincinnati
Reds, and as a newspaperman uncovered
the 1919 Black Sox scandal.

He was not, however, to be mistak-
en for the local parson. In the dugout
and on the road mischief was his mid-
dle name, and his practical jokes dent-
ed many an inflated ego. And greatly in
his favor was the fact that feisty, foul-
mouthed John McGraw, the shrewdest
manipulator of baseball talent in histo-
ry, was his closest friend.

“Matty”, the compelling one-man
play ensconced at the Lamb’s Club,
captures the Galahad aspects of its hero
in a comfortably unemphatic way.
Superbly researched (over a period of
many years) and organized with a fine-
tuned sense of theatricality, “Martty” is
irresistible in its depiction of an era: a
pastime attempting to emerge from its
sandlot and scruffy provenance, a game
beset by greedy owners and unprinci-
pled players, an entertainment which
took on the local trappings of Greek
ragedy. Add to these a transient cast of
zantes, blowhards, and those whom the
fates have blacklisted and you have a
well-spiced stew to gobble up.

Playwright Eddie Frierson, who also
plays Matty, has winnowed through
bales of baseball lore and concentrated
on the most revealing and colorful ker-
nels. In Act One Frierson outlines the
1908 pennant race between Chicago
and New York, culminating in Fred
Merkle’s famous failure to touch second
base on the game-winning single.
Merkle, far from being the culpable
hayseed history had limned him, was a
rockie of considerable talent who con-
ributed significantly to three subse-
quent pennants. His *“failure” was stan-
dard baseball practice: no player ever
bothered to run to the next base when
the winning run scored on a clean hit.
Only the Cubs Evers of the renowned
Tinkers to Evers to Chance infield
would have known of the arcane rule
that allowed a force-out at second in this
situation. So great was the failout from

[ i.;l_';B-X}' Herix-'}'_Pulli;un, who ruled the

game a tie, committed suicide at the
New York Athletic Club soon after.

Frierson shapes this incident with a
full appreciation of its complexity. He is
also adept at thumbnail sketches of
umpires like Bill Klem, and the com-
bustible McGraw. But his finest achieve-
ment is the truly incredible saga of
Charley Faust, the indomitaby optimistic
and talentless player who amives from
hicksville (actually Kansas) and in St
Louis meets McGraw and somehow cap-
tivates the curmudgeon into letting him
suit up and sit on the visiting team bench.
By a series of coincidences which play on
the well-honed superstitions of the base-
ball fraternity, Faust becomes a Giant
without portfolio,a talisman, a guerdon
which summons the team to three con-
secutive pennants. The climax is reached
in Boston when, with the pennant safely
in hand, McGraw calls for Faust to pitch
in late inning relief. He escapes with
modest damage and is slated to bat fourth
in the top of the ninth. The first three
Giants go down meekly and the game is
over. But no, the Beantown contingent
demanded to see Fanst at bat and, to great
cheers, Charley strode to the plate and
with the windmill scattershot style that
marked his pitching efforts he made the
fourth out of the inning.

Salting the laughter are many sor-
rows and Matty loses an heroic
younger brother to a mysterious ail-
ment, perhaps a variant of the con-
sumption which killed another brother
and finally Matty himself. The smiling
evil of talented first baseman Hal Chase
haunted him for years as did the con-
viction that he could have prevented
Pulliam’s suicide and Merkle’s lifetime
of derision by acting more decisively in
the matter of the playoff game- which
Matty lost, but which should never
have been played.

Frierson negotiates the various
characters in his play with tremendous
verve, but he saves his subtlety and
insights for Matty, in a performance of
such striking verisimilitude that he
even risks answering — in character-
unrehearsed questions from the audi-
ence. His responses, unscripted and off
the cuff, knocked my socks off. One
elderly fellow inquired about how often
he pitched. Once every two or three
days- and he would be ready to relieve
as well. Chew on that you overpaid
ever-ailing prima donnas now doing
mound duty. This was a pitcher, and
Iron Man McGinnity, who eamned his
sobriquet by hurling both ends of dou-
bleheaders, was his team-mate. No
need for middle relievers and closers
with that staff,

STILL TIME!

Call now to reserve seats
for “Chicago,” the Kander
and Ebb gloss on the Roxy
Hart Murder Case which
captures ail the verve and
melodrama of the Windy
City in the '20s. A certain
smash — with Ann

Reinking recreating Bob
Fosse's choreography and

starring with Joel Grey,
Bebe Neuwirth, and James

Naughton.

We have three dates and
dinner {or luncheon) and
transportation to and
from the theatre is
included in the package.

Friday, November 22
(Eve.) )
Saturday, December 7 °
(Matinee)
Friday, January 10

Best Seats Available on
December 7.

$125.00 per person

Once tickets are
confirmed no
cancellations can be
accepted.

Dinners at 6:00 p.m.,
luncheon at 12:00 p.m.
Buses depart 20-45
minutes before curtain.
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Christy Malhewson sils to the side of the stage
and answers queslions. Ask any question. Ask
about John McGraw or the Merkle Doner or the
Snodgrass mull or President William 1Toward Taft
or how Home Run Baker got his name. Il you ask
about poor IPred Merkle, be kind because he’s Mat-
Ly’s [riend.

It was the event lo remember of the 1908 pen-
nant race, the kind of landmark of history, baseball
and New York thal linked grandfathers, fathers
and sons, and hardly a man who was there can tell

you about it besides Matty.

If you don’t know about the
Merkle Boner, well, you're
missing something. And il you
don't know about Matty,
you're missing something
more. Considering that
Christy Mathewson has been
dead since 1925, there aren't
many chances Lo speak with
him, except at the Lambs The-
atre in Manhattan. That is
Steve Matty there on stage. He does
Jacohson the dialects of Merkle,
McGraw, Joe McGinnity, Bill

Kiew, Hank O'Day, Charlie {(Victory) Faust and
more. That Malty is being done by Ed Frierson is
merely a tribute to the artist’s work.

He shouls at the umpires, gets red in Lhe face and
begins Lo cough, just a little at lirst. He screams at
Merkle to get back and touch second hase. He does
his impression of MeGraw scolding his Giants, and
when McGraw demands, “Are we clear?” the on-
leokers respond, “Yeah!”

H was Sepl. 23, 1908, The New York Giants were
in first place with the second-place Cubs — Tinker
to I2vers to Chance — coming to town. Matty won
37 pames Lhat year with his fadeaway, He was the

P L I PR by L N

That's tormer college
basebalf player and
present actor Ed
Frierson {above), who
is playing Hall of
Famer Chrisly
Mathewson {right} in
“Mally” al the Lambs
Thealer in Marhalian.
Hese, Frierson is
showing the avdience
how Malty threw his
famed ladeaway.

[ IR

Again

Tom Seaver of his day, only moreso. He was out of
Bucknell University, a rare college man among row-
dies. Matty spoke live languages, was president of
the student body, played basketball and footbail as
well as baseball, was in the glee club and band, was
a line golfer and gave exhibitions of checkers
against several people at a time.

He wouldn’t even wear a unilorm on Sunday.
The whole game of baseball loved him.

The Giants and Cubs were I-1 in the last of the
ninth in Aught-Eight when Merkle singled Moose
McCormick to third with two out. Without the be-
lievability of the baseball action, everything on
stage would fa]l apart. But that's Matty’s antique
pitching motion right out of Mickering film, When
his pitch hils a batter on the head — fsss, thump —
it’s a jolt.

Al Bridewell hit a single for the winning run,
Young Merkle made an abrupt right on the way to
second and headed for the clubhouse in centerfield,
as all the Giants did, ns was the custom to evade the
crowd on the field. “It was the first game Mevkle
ever started,” Matty explained. Johnny Evers, the
Cubs second baseman shouted for the ball and
Matty knew pandemonium when he saw it. Tweo
weeks before, Evers had tried the same thing at
Pittsburgh, but the umpires hadn’t seen it. On the
train to New York, Evers cited Rule 59 to them.

“That play had never been called in the history of
baseball,” Matly said. With the crowd on the field
and some players fighting to get off the field and
some trying to get back, the ball came back to the
infield. McGinnity of the Giants intercepted and
heaved it inte the grandstand. Merkle got back to
second but there was a baseball — which basebal),
nobody ever will know — there first, forcing Mer-
kle. The run didn't count and the vmpires decided
it was too dark to continue — and anyway there

Please see JACOBSON on Mage B23

R T R




P

Matty Lives Again

JACOBSON from Page B8

‘'were too many glass mugs thrown onto the field
because in those days, the writers described the
hats women wore to the games, women being new
to the crowd then; they wrote whether George M.
Cohan sang to the crowd; they blamed the umpires
for everything, and beer was served in glass mugs
in the grandstand.

The tie game had to be played off after the last
scheduled game. The Giants agreed to play because
Matty agreed. A quarter-million people gathered
outside the Polo Grounds to watch the progress of
the game on a billboard. The Polo Grounds was so
jammed that two men fell to their deaths off the
roof. Three-Finger Brown beat Matty, 4-2, and
Matty agonized that if he hadn’t agreed to play,
those two spectators wouldn’t have died.

He explains that on stage to anyone who asks.
Ask about modern salaries and players and Matty
doesn’t know about that. Ask about the actor’s art
and Matty doesn’t understand what you're talking
about. That’s not Ed Frierson on stage, it’s Matty
in the uniform of those Giants. That's Matty get-
ting red and coughing more ominously.

Frierson, 36, was a theater major and pitcher at
UCLA, a teammate of Tim Leary and Mike Gallego
until he decided his {uture was brighter in drama.
He was coaching baseball at Santa Monica High
School when his father found a copy of “Pitching
in a Pinch,” by Christy Mathewson, himself, and
gave it to Ed. It was so fascinating that Ed’s dad
suggested the son find out if there were Mathew-
sons still in Factoryville, Pa., and if Bucknell re-
membered him, .

First stop, Bucknell. Frierson knew about the fade-

DR ) .

¥ F ¥

away, now called a screwball. What he didn’t know
about was the Christy Mathewson Memorial Gate,
built in 1927 with donations from all 16 major-league
teams, He found that Mathewson lelt Bucknell before
graduation to prove to his father-in-law that he could
make a living playing ball. In 1925, when Mathewson
died at 45 on the day the World Series opened, both
teams wore black armbands in his honor.

Frierson found Matty’s letters, his diaries, dralts of
his books and the newspaper and magazine stories
that weren’t always ghost-written. He found the auio-
biography he began and never wrote out of modesty.
Frierson had a treasure of material to write and act —
hours and hours more than he could stage.

Research took him to Cooperstown, where he slept
on the centerfield grass of Doubleday Field, and to the
tuberculosis sanitorium at Saranac Lake. He found
notes that indicated Mathewson, covering the 1919
World Series for the New York Times, suspected the
White Sox of throwing the games. He sent a mnemo of
specifics to the National Commission, which filed it
away. Mathewson didn't press on because he didn’t
want it to be true. He never wrote it.

Frierson felt he had found universality. “His take
on life,” Frierson called it. “We all have the same
highs and lows and meet the same people, and how do
you deal with them? He said life stinks, sometimes.”

He found that Taft, who had owned a piece of the
Cubs, was the first president to throw out the first
ball on Opening Day at Matty's urging. When Taft
stood up from his pvercrowded seat in the seventh
inning, the crowd stood out of respect.

When the Giants traveled, the presidential car of-
ten was added to the Giants’ train and Matty often
shared cigars, brandy and laughs with Taft.

In fact, Matty urged Woodrow Wilson to send him
to war as an example for Americans. It was in France
that Matty got a whiff of mustard gas,_ . .

Through November, Matty will'tell’yén about that
himself, : . :
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Chris"& Mathewson returns to Bucknell tonight

By Karen Blackiedge .
Swaff vreporter

ddie Fricrson has discovered his
off-Broadway show poriraying
baseball great Christy Mathewson
ta be an interesting marriage of
o baschall and theal
“Maost basebalt fans could care less about
the theater, and most thestes-goers aren’t into
baseball,” he said. “I's inieresting how they
both enjoy the show.
“Usually (he peaple who despise basebali
are pleasantly surprised. 1t's a challenge for
me,” he said, describing the show as “very the-

atrical and pure enlertainment.”

Frierson will bring *Matty: An Evening with
Christy Mathewson™ to the Weis Center for
the Peslforming Aris at Bucknell University at
5 tonighi.

Mathewson was 2 Bucknell graduate: the
school's football stadium is named afler him.
Mathewson is buried in Lewisburg and his
widow, the former Jane Stoughton, tived in
the borough until her death in 1968, Frietson
said.

A 37-vear-old resident of Los Anpeles,
Frierson had becn looking for a one-person
B Please see MATTY, A6

. Qaly llem phole by Jos Harmlt
Actor Eddle. Frierson portrays Christy Mathewson, a former athlete, scholar, soldier and Bucknell University graduate, for stu-
dents at the Mlitan Elementary School. Frlerson's one-man show, “Matty,” is currently running off-Broadway.

A BSHOWNEDN]

WHAT: “Matty: An Evening with
Christy Malhewson,™ written and per-
farmsd by Eddie Frlerson

WHEN: 5 tonight

WHERE: Weis Center for the
Perfgrming Arts, Bucknell University

TICKETS: 524-1000

WHAT THEY'RE SAYING: "Best one-
man show ... Frierson is endearing,’
charming, sincere and deserves gs
many pralseworthy adjectives as

Mathewson bad victories.”
= THEATER WEEX,
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Actor gives pupils a lesson in baseball ... and life

By Karen Blackledge
Seaff veporter

NEW COLUMBTA — With arms
swinging wildly, ke posilioas him-
seif to pitch as the Giants® jinx killer
did.

“Charlie Fanst was a lecky man
and the New York Giants® pood
luck charm,” Eddie Frierson said
during his portrayal of Christy
Mathewson, an athleie, scholar and
soldies and Bucknell University
graduate.

Although Mathewsan, who died
in 1925, would now be 117 years old,
Frierson brought him to life
Wednesday in an abbreviated ver-
sien of his one-man show, “Masty,”
before White Deer Elementary
Scheol  sixth-geaders.  Later
Wednesday, Frierson ook his show
to the Moriandon and Milton ele-
mentary schools.

At 8 tonight, he will present his

of-Broadway show in Bucknell’s
Weis Center for the Performing
Arts,

Frierson captured the White Deer
pupils’ attention with his version of
Faust, a kid from Kansas; Fred
Merkle, who won the dubicus dis-
tinction of  being  called
“Bonehead”; and Moose
McCormick, who was a classmate
of Mathewson at Bucknell.

Bucknell's football sltadium is
named for Mathewson,

“We could not lose with Chatlie
Faust sitting on our bench. Then,
(manager) John McGraw decided
to drop him from the squad. Charlie
was the first to show up at the Polo
Greunds. He broke down and cried
at the ¢lubhouse all afternoon,
McGraw knew we had all begun to
believe Charlie was our good-luck
charm. By the end of the afterncon,
we were all poundedand Charlie

" wag back. We took him wesi with
us in 1911, and won the first 15
games in a row ... He was the Giant
Jinx kilier,” said Frierson, wearing
a wool reproduction of a Giants’
uniform in gray and brown.

“Three days afler we clinched the
pennaat, Charlie slid into home
Male and yelled, ‘Hey people, who's

Bucknell graduate Christy Mathewson returns home

M MATTY, from Fage A1

show. “My dad gave me a copy of Christy's book and
the characters came alive,” said Frierson, a baseball
pitcher as was Mathewson,

“Om my first visil to Bucknell's library, I met Doris
Dysinger. [ told her I was doing research on Christy
Mathewson and her first words were ‘Oh, Christy,™
he said.

“She pulled out all the boxes and stufl so I could
start finding oul mote about him,” Frierson said
Wednesday afler doing an abbreviated version of
his show at White Deer Elementary Schoot.

Frierson chose Mathewson as hissubject because,
he said: “He was a friend to presidents, a co-author
of a Byoadway play and an inspiration to kids.

“The show kind of jook over. it was real impor-
tant to get this senff out there,” said Frieszon, a
Nashville, Tenn., native and graduate of the UCLA
theater arts program.

Frierson relates to Mathewson not only i his love
of baseball but in “the way he looked al life,”
Frierson said. “He gave a speech when he visited a
juvenile asylum. He told the kids not 1o spend their
tives in the minor league, that there is no reasen for
them to be unhappy.™

Wearing a reproduction of a 1910 New York
Giants baseball road uniform, Frierson said his mes-
sage when he visits schools is: “We all are the same
with common experiences. We kiiow the same types

of people. We just do diffecent things, whether we
are teachers os pick up garbage.”

Frierson performed part of his show. when il was
in the process of being developed, during an alem-
ni weekend at Bucknell in 1988, and again when
Bucknell's football stadium was rededicated in
Mathewson's name in 1989,

Mathewson was the (irst-ever All-American col.
lege fcotball kicker, he said.

Friersan, who has been accepted by organized
basehall and the Mathewson familv as an adopled
grandson, will tour the country with Lhe show,

Mathewson. a farm voy from Factovyville, played
baseball for more than 27 years, He played his first
professional bascball game in Honesdale in 1597,
He played on the Taunton, Mass., team, signed with
Narfolk. Va.. and in 1900, became a member of the
New York Giants club of the National League.

During his career, Mathewson pitched 635 games,
recording a Mational League record of 373 cateer vic-
tories, including a second National League record
of 37 wins in 1908,

He holds the record for most consccnbive mnings
pitched (68} without walking a balter. He pilched 83
shutouts, ranking third on the all-time list and ranks
iit the top 10 on the all-time sirike-oul hst,

After retiring in 1216, he managed the Cincinnati
Reds. He was inducted posthumousiy into baseball's
Fnaugural Class of Lthe Hall of Fame in 1936,

ike looney now?"”

Although Faust was actoally 30,
he seemed as if he were 12,

*He really was, our mascot. We
loved having him around,” Frierson
said.

Frierson, who bases his perfor-
mances on research of Mathewson's
life and his 1912 book, “Pitching in
a Pinch,” said Merkle, a first base-
man with the Giants, got 1o be
known as a bonehead afier Rule 59
was enforced for 1he first time in
baseball.

“Giants® fans were coming onto
the field, not to celcbrate but o pet
to the fasiest way out of she ball-
park through the center field gate.
Merkle had touched the seeond base
bag and was on his way to the club-
house. Meikle was ruled oul at sec-
ond base. Moose McCormick's run

dida’t eount and the game was a
tie,” Fricrson said.

“The next day, the papers said
Merkle was a bonehead and had
cost the Giants the game. Before
that day, the word bopehead never
existed. It was a nickname that stuck
with Merkle his whole life,” he said.

Drawing From those examples. he
said, “Fausl had a love of life and
never felt out of place because he
was different. He was a success. He
always had a smile aad a kind word
to say.” '

He told the pupils to, by all
means, play ball, whether it is base-
ball, football or some other sporl.

“It will teach you aboul business,
the game and life,” said Frierson,
who lives in Los Angeles and played
high school and college basebait,

“But,” he said, *if you can't make

the big league, pive iLup. Try to find
a vocation where you can make an
henest living. Money won’l bring
happiness. [t's Family and friends
that make our greatest happincss
and enduring suceess. Conceil and
overconlidence are the greatest ene-
mies a player ¢an have. Be bummble
ant kind.™

Quacting Charlie Faust’s dad.
Fricrson said: “If vou'te able 1o
touch just one life in a positive man-
ner, you have succeeded in your
own.”

About Merkle, Frierson said:
*Defcal can eat you alive. Mever he
alraid 10 take a chance. Roll failure
off your back. Every day’s & new
game. The basic foundalion for sue-
cess is sell-confidence. Lose pra-
civosly oul in the open. You can
learn everything from defeatl.”
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itch is on the way
1-man play portrays Ch

BY JoHM BEABGE
FoR THe PATRO-NEWS

risty Mathewson

g

Eddie Frierson did not know
Christy Mathewson I 1992 whers he
started doing research on the Hall

: of Fame baseball piicher for & one-

~  man'play.

- - ""Matty was just a baseball card in
e then,” the acior with 1ies tn the
- Harrisburg area =sajd, =4 legend. A
Hall of Famer. Oh, yesh, [ remenm.
ber him. Wasa't he the gu¥ whe in-
vented tha screwbal|? Yep. That
wag him," )

When he stumbled across Mathe.
wson, “| (hought all 1 had found
was at intevesting sublect for 3 one.
man iheatrical show that [ was try-
ing to develop for mysed. Friersen
£2id. “The subject for the one-man
show developed me instead.”

Midsiaters will get 1he opportuns-
ty 10 zee what he means when
Frierson presents “Matty: An Eve-
uing with Christy Maihewson" ata
tonight at the Weis Center on the

- 7 -Bucknell University eampus, Tick.

.o s dre £15,

: Among {hase planring to be In
the audience is Priorson's uncle,
Edris Davies of Mechanicshurg,

Choosing an atilete for the sph.
ject of his show was probably more
than coill';zidm;e. Erierson Is a for. N ;s
met pitcher and high scheol coach ill ¥
and Bavies is In the Pennsylvania :f:gnﬁdf,i T:;”m';'n";h“ o o
Sm.‘fl;’a““”?'“:w ) baseball piayer Christy Mathe.

% e late Bob Da- yeon ojen el tight, at Buck.
viea, was most valngble player In aeil tonight
the National Basketball League jn "
1851 wher be played for the ok

, . Rothester Rovals, He was known as

"} the; "Harrisburg Houdini® for the

aBaq o8y 585 / "60G saddn o3pru BNy Kpnop Ansoly

ckagp

T toured the entire

" Way ha could dribble behind his

back, country, wisiting afl
An urcle, Dick Davi ho v

neat Knoxville, Tome. on wiees the places that meant
e kel M PO 50 much to
m LA, .
kl:‘i.smnll;':r‘thefomrl}etl)'e Da- Marhewson duﬂ'ﬂg
vies, and ide of the farnily at. e Lifoes '
tended the formor John' Rorrts his lifetime.

High Schoal. She also lives near
Nashville,
Staging the show as part o Buck-
nell's bomevonting activilles is sig-
' nifieant because Mathewson, a na.
live of Facloryville in Wyoining
County, was a member of Uie class
of 1902,

*I'm llckled to dezih It's all part
of homecoming.” said Fistson dur-
Ing a tefephone interview from his
Sherman Gaks, Callf,, home.

After Mathewsan's 1925 death due
lo 1uberenlosis atlrivnled tn past 1o
oApesare to poison gas during
World War 1, each of the najor
league teams donated money to
erect a gate in his memory oulside
the footbail stadiuny at Bucknell

— EDDIE FRIERSON

iose 1o my baseball roots by coach
Ing at Santa Monica High Schiool,”
bt =aid. Ballimote outfielder Tony
Tarasce was one of his plavers,

Iy 1983, his father, B4, an educat-
ar, gave him a booX titled, “Pitch-
Ing in 2 Pinch: Or, Basetiall From
Fhe Inside.” by Mathewson, 4 year
tater ot a five-hour, CHOSS-CORntCy
[ane Irip te a2 family renndon,
Frieson read it aud bocame en.
grosted.

With kis father's ENcouragament,
he set out to research the life of

The stadium was renamed in 2999
the Mathewson-Memocial Stad I,

Prierson performed an early ver-
sloft of #he show in conpaction with
the stadium renaming.

“This is a different product,” he
said.

‘The curtain wenl up for the Mrst
time on "Mally” n %7 at n con.
wentlon in Washington, D.C.. and it
hag been staged natonwide since,
including a stint oll-Broad in
Hew York City.

Exlerson sajd he was pursning
iwo dreams when e ancolled in
UCLA in 1977 — to pitch for the
Brine and obain a bacheloe's da.
et in theater arls,

Although he had helped his il
woid High School t2am in Mash-
ville lo a Tennessee stale basshail
title in 1977, he reallzed atL DCLA he
wotld never be a Hall of Fame
Pilcher, he said, 5o he began con-
eentrating on his thesrical carper
Upom graduation in 1382, be stayied
Inoking for subjects to develop into
A G- Pt son show.

Among those he considered wera
John Barrymore, Edwin Booth,
Gen. George Custer and Andrew
Jackeon,

“WMAL this time, T stil remained

“Loured the entire contry, vish.
ing all the places that meant so
much ko Mathewson duting his life.
time.” he said.

"And, from his birthplace in Fac.
loryville to his winter home In
Sonth Centrai Los Angeles I his .
nal bome in Saranac Lake, B.Y., 1
Wis Moal resting place In
Lewlsburg, | was greeted with open;
ams.”

He was asked to piteh balting
practice In a Cracker Jack Classic,
now known has the ofddimers ab.
star game. His Jocker was between
Bob Feller's 2nd Joo DiMaggio's.

"Bince 1984, Lhe enty night 1 spant
it & hotel during my ressareh was
1 first night i Lewisbiurg,” Frier-
san sabd. “The friendliness, hospi.
lality and wiltinghess of evoryone |
met to introduce me 1o othet facels
of Chrizly Mathewson's lifs is ruly
A lastament Lo this man’s ewn kind
andg glving nalare.”

Tie describes Mathewson as a
hero. Al Bucknell he playsd fool-
ball, basketbell and haseball, was a
mesiber of twe lilerary societiey
and (wo fralernitles, played byass
horn in the band. sang frst bass in
the glee cluh and was class presi-
dent and historizn,

Later he was an adviser 1o presi-
denis, the toast of New York with
George M. Cohan and John
MeGiew, philosopher. teachor,
scholar, mational idol, internationa)
celebrily, Broadway play co-aulhor,
two-reel movie star, s actor an
the vandeviile slags, Journalist, for-
ester, musician and singer, Frier-
Som said.

Mathewson was & checkers cham.
pion, gractical joker, shrewd busi-
nessman, majer slockholder in 1he
Tailroad system, author of flve chil-
dren’s books on baseball, war hera,
triingualist, connseor, big Brotly
er, devoted hushand snd Kaiher, he
saM.

A5 4 yitcher for (he New York Gi-
ants, Matkewson refused to play on
Sundays because his mother, a very
religivus paroom, asked lim not (o,
Re later was plaver maviager for the
Cincinmsli Reds. coached the G-
apls anel was presitlent of the old
Boston Braves,

bearly every word of Hie show's
fwo hutrs comen directly from
Mathewson through kls book or
newspapes articles. Friersen said,

“This evening of theator is nol o
chronicle of a goody-goody ot a -
Ivcoddle.” be said. "It i 4 collection
of a man's personal chserances
during n fscinading lime in owr
history.*

The pay is mot a convenlional
one, Frierson said. 1L is the memoir
of a grest Ameriean's It Az it was
experienced by the man who lived
It

"I have found people who are
drageed to the theater are the ones
who enjay this the most.™ he said,
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April Second Sunday Celebration at the Missouri History Museum in Forest Park

Sunday APRIL 10 I p.m.
MacDermott Grand Hall FREE

Sponscred by Employees Community Fund of

{$ Boeing St Louis
upd: ‘@

ele% tions!

;gﬂletouri Histarical Society Prngrams

fmmed one-man theamcal pe formance This two-hour

MISSOURI HISTORY MUSEUM
Lindell & DeBaliviere in Forest Park
(314) 746-4599 » www.mohistory.org
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“Christy Mathewson was a great pitcher, a great
competitor and a great soul. Both in spirit and in
inspiration he was greater than his game. For he was
something more than a great pitcher. He was one of those
rare characters who appealed to millions through a
magnetic personality attached to clean honesty and
undying loyalty to a cause.”

-~ Grantland Rice, sportswriter and friend

“We need real heroes, heroes of the heart that we can
emuiate. We need the heroes in ourselves. | believe thatis
what this show you've come to see is all about. In Christy
Mathewsan's words, “Give your friends names they can
five up fo. Throw your BEST pitches in the ‘pinch,’ Be
humble, and gentle, and kind.” Matty is a much-needed
force today, and | believe we are lucky to have had him, |
hope you will want to come back. 1do. And | continue to
teap the spirit of Christy Mathewson.”

- Ketrigan Mahan, Director of “MATTY”

“A lively visit with a fascinating man ... A perfect pitch!
Pure virtuosity!”
- Clive Barnes, NEW YORK POST

“A magnificent frip back in time!”
— Keith Olbermann, FOX SPORTS

“You'll be amazed at Matty, his contemporaries, and the
dramatic baseball events of their time.”
—- Bob Costas, NBC SPORTS

“One of the year's ten best plays!”
— NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO

“Gatches the spirit of the times -- which includes, of
course, the present - with great spirit and theatricality!”
— fra Berkow, NEW YORK TIMES

“Remarkable! This show is as memorable as an exciting
World Series game and it wakes up the echoes about why
we love baseball. When MATTY comes to your town don't
miss itf A great way to get hooked on baseball again!”

— Tim Wendoel, USA TODAY

T ]

Be sure to visit the Matty Web Site:
www.matty.org

Oakland Museum of California

in association with The Mathewson Foundation
presents

Eddie Hlo_.mc:

“MATTY”

An Evening With Christy Mathewson

Directed by Kerrigan Mahan

Oakland Museum of California Auditorium
Sunday, November 27, 2005 Curtain 2:00 P.M.



“MATTY”

Written and Performed DY .ooceveiimsmsnsessaens Lddie Frierson
Directed by Kerrigan Mahan
Costume Design Suzan Kay Frierson

ACT ONE ACT TWO

Bonehead The Early Days

Umpires Practical Jokes

Opportunities McGraw

Repercussions Factoryvitle and Nicholas

The Alibi Fears

The Giant Jinx Killer ~ Deception

Consumption

There will be one 15-minute intermission

The taking of photographs or the operation of any recording
device, without permission, is STRICTLY prohibited.

SOME PEOPLE YOU'RE LIKELY TO MEET TODAY: George M.
Cohan, Fred Merkle, Johnny Evers, “Turkey Mike” Donlin, Frank
Chance, Umpire Hank ' Day, Harry Pulliam, “Iron Man™ Joe
McGinnity, Umpire Bob Emslie, Umpire “Mr.” Bill Klem, actress May
Tully, Chief Mevers, White & Kreamer, Jane Mathewson, Charley Faust,
a far, some newspaper boys, “Old Amos,” “Broadway Alec” Smith, a
Boston Beilboy, Frank Bowerman, Andrew Freedman, a young player,
Grantland Rice, Nicholas Mathewson, “Eagle Eye” Jake Beckley, Joe
Kelley, "Bugs” Raymond, Hal Chase, limmy Ring, Hugh Fullertos,
Tudge Kenesaw Mountain Landis and others.

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Grace Mathewson Van Lengen, Betty Cook,
Doris Dysinger, The National Baseball Hali of Fame, Bob Costas, The
Society for American Baseball Research, Brad Tufts, Keystone College.
Bucknell University, Nick Newton, Keith Olberrann, Toby Zwikel,
Bettye Davies, Natatie Beck and, of course, Pad.

CHRISTY MATHEWSON

Christy Mathewson is an American hero. His life, on and off the field,
gpitomized Americe. He was a farm boy who became one of the greatest to
aver play Ametica’s game, 8 hero figure fo the nation’s youth, and s
courageous soldier. Mathewson was cheered in every city he played. And,
he never forgot his roots.

He eamed his first money pleying baseball for Mill City (PA) in 1893, In
1897, he played his first professional basebalt in Honosdale, Pennsytvania.
In 1900, he joined the National League’s New York Giants, for whom he
would pitch 16 ¥ seasons and win 373 games, including 37 in 1908. Asa
big league player in 1905, Christy shut out the Philadelphia Athtetics three
fimes within five days during the World Series, scoring his greatest baseball
triumph. In 1908, he beat all previous records for endurance by pitching 425
innings, winning 37 games (officiatly} and losing 11, Christy helped the
Giants win five pennanis, paying in the World Sevies in 1905, 1911, 1912
and 1913 (1o series was played in 1904}, He pitched two no-hitters, against
St. Lowis in 1901 and Chicago in 1903,

Following his retirernent in 1916, Mathewson managed the Cincinnati
Reds. And, in 1918, he served his country in Wortd War . Upon retuming,
he coachad the New York Giants from 1919 through 1921, In 1923,
Mathewson becams President of the Boston Braves and held that position
untit his untimely death from tuberculosis on October 7, 1925, He was
inducted posthumously into the Bascball Hall of Fame’s Inaugural Class in

1936,
EDDIE FRIERSON

In the summer of 1984 Eddie Frierson began his research on the life and
carser of one of baseball's greatest pitchers, Christy Mathewson. His in-
depth study has involved thousands of travel milies, dozens of interviews and
sndreds of uncounted hours in college, library and museum archives.

A native of Nashville, Tennessee, Eddie hetped pitch his Hillwood High
School baschali team to a State Championship in 1977, He then threw
collegiately for the UCLA Bruins, While at UCLA it became clear that this
tight-hander “wasn’t going to make the bigs” so he made the most of his
time in Westwood and obtained his degres in Theatre Asts — fhus bypassing
the dream of & profissional baseball career in order to pursus his love for
acting, With “MATTY™ Frierson combines the best of both worlds and, as
an “Honorary Inductse” info Bascball’s Fali of Fame in Cooperstown he bas
clearly gone farther in baseball through the stage than he ever would have on
the field..

Eddie has performed on both coasts in dozens of theatrical productioss. Fe has
received mumerous awards and can be heard all over the country as the voice of PETCO
Pet $tores. As akid, bo end his sisters sang with THE BILL GAITHER TRIO and he has
sleo been Teatured in hundreds of television shows, cattoons and many feature fitms, He
is the Napraror/Balladeer in this suramer's release THE DUKES OF HAZZARD and he
was feamred last summer as the NS4 robots in [, ROBOT. Currently, he is featured m
CHICKEN LITTLE. Listen carefully in the movie THE ROOKIE while Dennis Quaid
Ioosens up in the pen in Durham as you'll hear Eddie anntounce, * Your sttention please
... now batting for the Bulls, munher 38, Eddia Frierson!™

— s ]

*Geo! 1t's 3 Wondertul Game.” performed by Juliet Lambert and the Dodsworth Saxhom
Band courtesy of Blekira Records by ammngemant with Wacner Special Frojects.

“MATTY,” words and music by Dave Frishberg © 1990 by Swiftwater Mueic, all rights
reserved. Used by permission. Bevordings of “MATTY™ are available on the following Deve
Fristbeny albums: QUALITY TIME (Sterling $1006-2, 1994) and LET'S EAT HOME
{Coneord Yazz CCD-4402, 1990),



“A lively visit with a fascinating man...
A perfect pitch! Pure virtuosity!”
Clive Barmes, New York Post

. As part of its 46th Anniversary festivities and just in time for baseball
season, the Save the Playhouse Benefit series in association with the Mathewson
Foundation presents a special three perforrnance home series of Eddie Frierson's
widely acclaimed theatrical performance,“MATTY: An evening with Christy
Mathewson™.

Written and performed by Eddie Frierson, “Matty” is the life story of
Christy Mathewson, legendary hall-of-fame pitcher for the New York Giants (1900
to 1916), gentleman, philosopher and first true American hero who inspired a whole
generation of fans to make baseball America’s pastime, Mathewson was arguably
America’s first major baseball legend - a college-educated %.Egnuwﬂmnu boy
from baseball's age of innocence, a multi-faceted baseball player with homespun
wit. Besides his ballpark records, still among the most impressive ever posted, he
was an author of books for boys, toured in vaudeville, made a motion picture, and
was a warhero, a coach, asports writer and very likely the first major w_uo_.a figureto
be aproduct spokesperson.

Frierson's nuanced portrait, which relies largely on Mathewson's own
words to tell his stories, was dubbed “a Perfect Pitch! Pure Virtuosity!” by Clives
Barnes of the New York Post. & m.

Frierson, who researched and developed the play, is also a oo__omn-
educated all-American ballplayer. A baseball scholarship brought him to UCLA to
pitch for the Bruins. While there he also pursued a degree in theatre and, as he says,
realizing that he would never be a hall-of-famer, bypassed a professional baseball
career in order to pursue acting. Staying close to his athletic roots after graduation,

he was the head baseball coach at Santa Monica High School while looking for the

perfect vehicle to launch his acting career. He found that vehicle with the Christy
Mathewson story, spending twelve years researching and developing it into
“Matty”, which had one of its first public performances at the Santa Monica
Playhouse in 1989. Ironically, he has clearly gone :
farther in baseball through the stage than he ever would
have on the field as it is because of his performance as
“Matty” that he was ushered into Baseball's Hall of
Fame in Cooperstown as an “Honorary Inductee”,

Santa Monica Playhouse is honored to
welcome Eddie Frierson and MATTY back to the
boards and thanks you, its loyal audiences, for your
support of the Save the Playhouse Campaign.

“One of __5 amz BEST _u_&:.. of the wﬁ:..,

MATTY:

An evening with Christy Mathewson

National Public Radio ]

Written & Performed by
Eddic Frierson

Directed
Kerrigan Mahan

ﬁ:,_EEm Designer

:Err N
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.. Sportswriter Frank Deford and actor Eddle Frierson, playing Matty,
.. enjoyed the activities at Christy Mathewson Park Saturday aftemocn
= following the parade In Factoryville. - . -

Mathewson Days

jghlghllght*weekend

“Christy Mathewson Days
were the highlight of the week-
“end on the. Keystone College
<campus and in the entue
‘Factoryville area. The 11t
annual celebration, jointly host-
‘ed by the college and the com-
munity, were marked by great
.weather and a record turnout of
. participants.

A packed house of over 300
_ people enjoyed actor Eddie
Frierson's one-man  show,
“Matty: An Evening with
‘Christy Mathewson,” and also
~ enjoyed listening to nationally

known sportswriter Frank

" Deford read excerpts from his

book, “The Old Ball Game,”
describing the life and times of
Christy Mathewson and leg-
endary New York Giants manag- -
er coach John McGraw. o

An old-fashioned ice cream
social followed at Keystone’s
Gambal Athletic -Center where,
M. Deford signed copies of his
book. Saturday featured the
annual Big 6K Run/Walk,
Breakfast on the College Green
and a parade through campus
and town.

New Age Examiner
August 16, 2006



Making his pitch as Mathewson

Eddie m_._m.,m% wm;o:.__w a
one-man show tonight at
Keystone College.

By LISA SOKOLOWSKI
Isokolowski@leadernet -

MOOSIC — It isn’t easy being
Eddie Frierson, especially because
he isn’t himself most of the time. He
is Hall of Fame pitcher Christy
Mathewson in his one-man play, and
that isn't easy either.

“It’s a hard sell,” said Frierson,
who threw the first pitch in the -

Actor Eddie Frier-

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre Red Barons’  be found in the Base- - son will be por-
98 loss to visiting Pawtucket as ball Hall of Fame, in & traylng Chris~
Mathewson on Thursday night. =~ which he was en- f77cs .ty Mathew-
"~ “It's aone-man show, sothats = shrined in the first AR / son in the
strike one. Then there’s ‘Christy classin 1936.. R\, show
Mathewson. Who's she?” And it’s Frierson - CATENY Y ‘Matty:
like, ‘Eddie Frierson who?" * doesn’t make : jiiyf AnEve
Mathewson, who was born Chris-  that the premise © ning with

" topher Mathewson in Factoryville in  of his play, . ; Christy
1880, starred for the New York Gi-  which he began : zam_,aw-
ants. He finished his career witha  performing in 1987. _ ﬂon A _“ "

- record of 373-188, including 79 shut- Instead, be tries to focuson . . X 3T M»nzowm-
outs. He finished 13 seasons with 20 Mathewson’s life - the hard- 3 PLLT %l mw N tone Col-
wins or more and had a lifetime ships and the heartaches, It's ik tegein
ERA 0f2.13, . _ LaPlume.

All of those facts and figures can =~ See MATHEWSON, Page 9B
The Times Leader

August 11, 2006



Continited from Page 1B

those moments that get the old
Iadies out to baseball games, he
said.

m_..nz,mnrn%_ﬁwa
Ing to attract. At Thursday’s
game, a young boy looked at him
and asked if he was Roger Maris.
Another asked if he was on the
New York Yankees. .

Frierson, still clad in his New
York Giants uniform, told the
kids to come out to the show, B3
gngmbnoﬁi.o?n.w.

Frierson is performing his
show "Matty: An Evening with
Christy Mathewson® for free to-
day at Keystone College in La-
Plume. The show beging at 7
p.m., is open to the public and is
part of this week’s 11ih annual
Christy Mathewson Days cele-
bration. ) : TO/DON

The evening will also feature  Author ﬂugn.o-oa.:a&w talks with John Dimond-of Kingston o_..._._.n..w._m.\w:.wo__.bio_..sw Coun-
the acclaimed sportswriter ~<m.&n_..___._u___,.oqu.a_.,:aanou,.o;wgoaﬂ_ﬁoz wu__nuam.ucoo_.-cocwo:q.u?zﬁ:o!uo: )
Frank Deford, who wrote “The = - . . - : : .

Old Ball Game,” a book about 1 love mﬁuﬂ there w:a Sﬁuﬁ ! m_.ﬁac:.m E..o-ﬁmw in mth 5» R&Egﬁnw:u:on&mmm%
Mathewson -and New York Gi old newspapers on microfilm, . one-manshow.. - ) - jties are finisher. They end with
ants manages John MeGraw. For all intents msnvgﬁ._....mai@unmﬁ?menrﬂm_»:i a . Christy Mathewson Day Pa-

Deford wne at Lackawanna could have been welling about versity, from where Mathewson  rade tamosrow, which would be
County Stadium on Thursday the 15th or 16th century. There’s had - graduated. before playing Mathewson's 125th birthday.
night to autograph copies of his  nobody left to talk about “it. professional ball. Athen24year-  Some people ‘will come out
book: Keystone Coliege had them.  They're alldead.” . ~=- ~ . ¢ld. Frierson Sh.o.ﬂa.mmns&r and celebrates those who are
on sale for $13 for a paperback,  Bxcept Frierson, who at 46 is  ville, And now he's back. ” cwrgESirogu»&asaoa%
$24 for a hardeover, plus tax. already older Emb Mathewson ﬁmm?unEbEﬁ.wU&oawwﬁ prohably won't. 7. .

Deford wiote an article for everwas. - ; " of Brierson. *I read about this ..WE&ES&Q:WQEE#
Sports lllustrated about Christy éﬁ?mg?q itgetsalittle, guy on the Internet. When yuu . ewson?® someorie asked - after
‘Mathewson in 2003 and was ap- bit sad,” said Frierson, a Ste- type Chuisty Mathewson into. Frierson threw oﬁ Em m.n#
proached by Atlantic Monthly u:gmgowﬁ.%d. Google, he pops up, which he pitch. -

Press to turn it into a book. think sad is the wrong word. -ought to.. Mathewson, to most,  “No,” wmﬂm.i replied. *He’s -
Mathewson died of tuberculosis  Christy Mathewson died at 45  people, is an obscure figure. He gn—on&ucnuoc«_g

in 1925, so there wasn't much and a couple months, and I've - lived over 100 years ago. For hisn, - It's actually only been 80, buf
legwork for Deford. - kind of just started.™ "~ ' . to becorie Christy Mathewson, E__o_w counting? Besides 5.5.,.

“Tt was a lot of buttwork,” said ~ Frierson read “Pitching In A when he could: become Babe som, of course.
Deford, who, at 67, missed see- Pinch,” a book by Mathewsan Ruth or Cal Ripkin, Jr....Pmreal-, : Said Frierson: “The world was
ing Mathewson pitch by 22 and ghostwritten by Jolm N. lyintrigued by him.” _: ......; robbed of bomebody who could
years. “It was going to libraties Wheeler, in 1984 Thatbookwas  Deford, .a resident of. West- have made'it a better place when
and sitting in historical societies. published in 1912, It created port, -Conn., and E@Bos.sE _pm&.wP

The Times Leader
August 11, 2006
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